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#UnionsForAll Rally Against Corporate Greed

Photo above: U.S. Representative Ilhan Omar told the 
crowd, “I want you to believe in your right to a dignified 
workplace, a dignified wage, and a dignified life.”

Photo above: SEIU Local 26 member Wally Jamal,  a commercial jan-
itor, spoke at a rally before the march. “We will fight for our rights to 
make a better living… We have to hold the companies accountable.”

Photo above: Some 300-plus strong, the crowd marched from the Hennepin County Govern-
ment Center through the skyways connecting downtown buildings to occupy the lobby of U.S. 
Bank, which echoed with the marchers’ chants and drumming. Then, they marched back.

Labor Review photos
For more photos from this event visit 
facebook.com/minneapolisunions

Photo above: One of several larger-than-
life photo cut-outs showcasing the exorbi-
tant earnings of local and national CEOs.

MINNEAPOLIS — As the Labor Review went to 
press February 7, SEIU Local 26 planned a strike au-
thorization vote for the following day.

The 8,000 members of Local 26 work as janitors, 
security guards and window cleaners. They take care 
of the most prominent office buildings in the Twin Cit-
ies, which are home to some of the region’s — and 
the nation’s – largest and most profitable corpora-
tions and highly-paid CEOs.

Yet, in working for the contractors who provide 
services to those buildings and corporations, SEIU Lo-
cal 26 members struggle to earn living wages.

Two months into contract negotiations, SEIU Local 
26 organized a January 21 “Rally Against Corporate 
Greed” followed by a noisy march through the down-
town Minneapolis skyways.

“Today we are here to take a stand and make a 
change,” said Jamal Hassan, a security officer.

Wally Jamal, a commercial janitor, said the con-
tractors’ proposed wage increase of $1.80 per hour 
“is not enough to cover our expenses, our house bills, 
and to make a living.”

“I stand with you,” declared Fifth District U.S. 
Representative Ilhan Omar, “not just as your Con-
gresswoman, but as your sister in the struggle for the 
rights of working people.” She added: “Our power, 
when we believe in it, is unstoppable.”

“We’re not asking for the moon — we’re asking 
for jobs that support our families,” said Iris Altamira-
no, president of Local 26. 

For updates: minneapolisunions.org.

Photo above: SEIU Local 26 members and supporters marched through the downtown Minneapolis skyways January 21, calling for fair wages and an end to corporate greed.

SEIU Local 26’s 
8,000 members 
may strike


